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Review on ‘The Next Guardian’ -a documentary-

Sonam Choki

This documentary ‘The Next Guardian” was shot in a small village called Chakhar in Bumthang valley of
Bhutan. The setting of the documentary was in and around the temple. The father in the film is a caretak-
er/owner of the small temple at Chakhar. His main aim is to make his children capable of making their
own livelihood once he departs his life. In addition to this, he wants his son to be the next caretaker.

The main characters involved in this film are two siblings called Tashi and Gyembo. Gyembo, the male at-
tribute in this documentary, wants to continue his modern education in school however his father wants
him to study in monastic body once he is well versed in English. The next Character Tashi, the younger
sister of Gyembo, is masculine in nature and she always dresses up like a man. Both of them like explor-
ing through social medias and online videos.

Both of the teenagers like soccer and moreover, Tashi, being an athletic girl, has a dream to be a member
of the national soccer team however she has not fulfiled her dream yet.

The two siblings share a strong bond of love and care for each other. They stay very close and share
every aspect of their lives. Gyembo is in dilemma whether he wants to become a monk or not and he dis-
cusses with his sister. His sister tells him that if he becomes a monk, he won’t be able to keep ‘dompa’
-undefiled life. This shows how strong their bond is. Father teaches Gyembo prayers, how to do the ritu-
als and what should be done as every day routines in the temple. Father stays at home, explaining reli-
gious stories when people visit their Lhakhang(temple) , where his wife helps him.

As of now Gyembo is studying in Kelki higher secondary school and Tashi is selected as a member of a
football club. Gyembo was given two more years to think about what he wants to become as Father isn’t
forcing him.

Suggestion

I would love to see Gyembo, as a monk, taking care of the heritage that his parents have inherited (as the
caretaker of the temple). Father will be happy as well as their family. The lakhang is on a safer side as
the government won't take that temple. [ also respect the Gyembo'’s decision as the world is changing.
There is a need of education in every field. If he takes care of the temple, he can explain about it to the

tourists when asked., as well as he will be proud of .
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